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During the turn of the century, the railroad was an extremely important transportation and
shipping resource to thousands of people and businesses in Pennsylvania.Along the Baltimore
& Ohio Railroad: From Cumberland to Uniontown dedicates its pages to this pivotal mass
transportation provider. This book includes images from every B&O bridge and station from
Cumberland, Maryland, to Uniontown, Pennsylvania, in 1891. Many of the towns stretched along
the miles of tracks, such as Somerfield and Ohiopyle, are depicted in these vintage
photographs. Experience the coal and coke booms of the 1880s to 1920s through people from
many different locations who had one thing in common: the railroad.



Along the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad:From Cumberland to UniontownMarci Lynn
McGuinessCopyright © 1998 by Marci Lynn McGuinness9781439616062Published by Arcadia
PublishingCharleston SC, Chicago IL, Portsmouth NH, San Francisco CAPrinted in the United
States of AmericaLibrary of Congress Catalog Card Number: 2004114461For all general
information contact Arcadia Publishing at: Telephone 843-853-2070Fax 843-853-0044E-mail
sales@arcadiapublishing.comFor customer service and orders:Toll-Free 1-888-313-2665Visit us
on the Internet atThis book is dedicated to William Love,a carpenter foreman for the Baltimore &
Ohio Railroadduring the time these photographs were taken in 1890–1891.I thank his
descendants for their contribution of the bookBaltimore & Ohio Railroad Views of Bridges and
Buildings,Pittsburgh Division, From Cumberland to Pittsburgh and Branches, 1891.A special
thanks to Lori Rittenhouse, Dave Glisan, Charlotte Fosbrink,Edith Holt, Debbie and Mike
Konechny, and Linn Newmanfor their generous loan of photographs.It is to the credit of
interested people like thesethat we continue to preserve local history.Table of ContentsTitle
PageCopyright PageDedicationINTRODUCTIONOne - FROM CUMBERLAND TO
GLENCOETwo - SANDPATCH, MEYERSDALE, MARKLETON, SALISBURY, AND
BERLINThree - ROCKWOOD, SOMERSET, AND JOHNSTOWNFour - ROCKWOOD, GLADE
RUN, CONFLUENCE, SOMERFIELD, AND FRIENDSVILLEFive - OHIOPYLE, INDIAN CREEK,
DUNBAR, AND UNIONTOWNINTRODUCTIONThis is the first volume of a two-volume set
called Along the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad From Cumberland to Uniontown and Along the
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad From Connellsville to Pittsburgh. As mentioned on p. 4, a book called
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Views of Bridges and Buildings, Pittsburgh Division, From
Cumberland to Pittsburgh and Branches, 1891 was the inspiration for these volumes. The old
publication is a compilation of over 200 photographs taken by photographers hired by the
railroad.In my research, I have discovered that a famous photographer named William Henry
Jackson is responsible for these photographs and photographs of various railroad lines at the
time. Jackson’s work includes his round-the-world expedition for the World Transportation
Commission during which he photographed railroads and many other forms of transportation in
24 countries from 1894 to 1896.From 1870 to 1878, Jackson photographed the Rocky
Mountains for Francis V. Hayden’s Geological and Geographic Survey of the Territories. Much to
Jackson’s credit, he focused on what became Yellowstone National Park.The Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad was incorporated in 1826 by the legislature of Maryland. Charles Carroll laid its first
stone on July 4, 1828. At the historical ceremony, Carroll remarked, “I consider this one of the
most important acts of my life, second only to my signing of the Declaration of Independence,
even if it be second to that.”This first rail line extended from Baltimore to Ellicott’s Mills, a mere
13 miles. On May 22, 1830, this line, with rail cars pulled by horses and mules, was opened to
passengers. In the first four months of passenger service, the company took in $20,012.36.The
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad was the first railroad of any length in this country to offer passenger
and freight service between stations that were separated by many miles. The B&O can also take
the honor for using the first locomotive built in the United States. Constructed by Peter Cooper,



the locomotive was first used on August 28, 1830. It had a small engine with a single cylinder
about 3.5 inches in diameter; these engines were placed on wheels which were 30 inches wide.
The trains traveled at a speed of approximately 5 to 18 miles per hour, and the 13-mile ride from
Baltimore to Ellicott’s Mills took 57 minutes with 30 people on board. The locomotive was fueled
by anthracite coal with a fan making a draft through the fire box in the bottom of a boiler.On
December 1, 1831, a 61-mile line opened to Frederick, Maryland. On April 1, 1832, another 69
miles were added to Point of Rocks. A 32-mile line opened to Bladensburg on July 20, 1834.
Washington was reached by a 40-mile line on August 25, 1834. Harper’s Ferry celebrated their
new 81-mile track on December 1, 1834. On June 1, 1842, a person could travel 123 miles to
Hancock. That same year, on November 5, the line grew to 178 miles reaching Cumberland. Two
hundred and six miles to Peidmont opened on July 21, 1851. The 302 miles to Fairmont, West
Virginia, opened on June 22, 1853, and, on the first of that year, the B&O reached
Wheeling.Cities, villages, and towns prospered as transportation improved. Coal and lumber
were hauled from the country to the areas of large population. Citizens traveled as never
before.John W. Garrett, president of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, was a hands-on executive.
He saw to the smallest of details and ran his rail with a proverbial iron fist. It was his fierce
dedication that took the B&O from being a tiny local railway to a giant in American
transportation.The railroad in this book travels from Cumberland, Maryland, to Uniontown,
Pennsylvania. This section is of particular interest because, here, the railroad was in direct
competition with the famed National Road. During the early years of the B&O, the National Road
from Cumberland to Wheeling was the gateway to the West. Stage coaches, herds of farm
animals, wagoners, and the like filled the long dirt pike. Taverns, inns, and stables lined the road,
servicing travelers. Life was good when the railroad built its line along the Youghiogheny River.In
1835, the first surveys were made by the B&O from here through Fayette County, Pennsylvania.
George Washington had suggested the path go through the mountains along the Youghiogheny
River. They all began at the confluence of the Youghiogheny and Casselman Rivers along the
left bank of the Yough to New Haven (Connellsville’s west side). From here, the routes varied
along streams called Boland’s Run, Opossum Run, and Bull’s Run to Redstone Creek and
onward to the Monongahela River. Another route came down along Coal and Shutes Run to its
confluence with Redstone Creek and continued on to the mouth of the Redstone. By 1838, the
B&O was running low on funds after completing the line from Baltimore to Cumberland, and the
Pennsylvania plans were put on hold. This delay exceeded the time allowed under the act of
assembly, and those who favored the B&O coming through southwestern Pennsylvania were
now favoring the Pennsylvania Railroad Company. The National Road was also a strong
competitor with growing railroads. There were those who fought against the great steel
locomotives.On November 25 and 26, 1835, a convention of delegates from Baltimore,
Cumberland, Pittsburgh, Wheeling, and Uniontown met at the Episcopal church in Brownsville,
Pennsylvania. Congressman Andrew Stewart was elected president of the assembly. Here they
agreed to enlist the help of all municipalities along the proposed B&O Railroad through



southwestern Pennsylvania. Commercial and social demands to move products from the east to
the west pushed our country’s leaders to fight for the completion of the great railway.In 1844, the
Monongahela Slack Water Navigation Company began business, and the National Road now
had an ally in its fight to squash the railway that threatened its importance. Former-
Congressman Henry W. Beeson had been an advocate of the railroad but spoke against its
completion in July 1845. When the Pennsylvania Legislature refused to renew B&O’s charter,
B&O built through Virginia, skirting the southwest corner of Pennsylvania to Wheeling. This line
opened in 1852 and instantly halted travel on the National Road. Then, B&O bought a line which
was already built to Pittsburgh. The Pennsylvania Railroad, which came from the east to
Pittsburgh, reached Connellsville in 1855 after that town pledged itself as collateral in order to
pay for its connection. Andrew Stewart fought to get the railroad built from Connellsville through
Ohiopyle and on to Cumberland. This was finished in 1871, one year before his death.The
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad leased this line from the Pennsylvania Railroad and then bought it,
realizing their goal of a road over the mountains following the Youghiogheny. The Fayette County
Railroad Company was formed by Uniontown officials to connect the county seat with
Connellsville. By 1860, they fulfilled this dream with a station at the corner of East Penn and
North Beeson. Four years later, the Pittsburgh and Connellsville line leased this branch. The
B&O then bought it and constructed a station on North Gallatin Avenue in Uniontown.As Fayette
County moved into their great coal and coke boom era, the railroads became even more
important to commerce. Connellsville’s famous soft coal was taken to coke ovens, and the coke
shipped to Pittsburgh steel mills. From the mountains surrounding Ohiopyle, lumber was
shipped to coal mines.An upswing in the economy prompted the creation of passenger trains.
Ohiopyle saw its first tourist boom when travelers could come enjoy the beauty of the falls and
river for just $1 round trip from Pittsburgh or Cumberland. Hotels were built by Andrew Stewart
and his sons along the Youghioghony’s wild water. There was plenty of work for the average
man, and Uniontown was filled with millionaires. Prosperity reined until the Depression, when
lumber mills and coal mines became ghost yards. The invention of the automobile hurt
passenger train travel, and the great railways slowed their pace for hard times. This book covers
a time of great economy and growth in Maryland and southwestern Pennsylvania.OneFROM
CUMBERLAND TO GLENCOEWills Creek cuts through Haystack and Wills Mountains just west
of Cumberland, Maryland, forming a gap called “The Narrows.” At the west end of the Narrows,
Braddock Run joins Wills Creek to Eckhart Mines. The B&O Railroad turned right at Wills Creek,
passing where Jennings Run flows into Wills Creek.In the 1870s, the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad’s John W. Garrett built this landmark, the Baltimore & Ohio Hotel & Station, in
Cumberland, Maryland.This is an 1870s photograph of the old Rolling Mill in Cumberland,
Maryland. Before the steel rail, this mill was an important part of the B&O operations.This March
30, 1909 picture shows Lover’s Leap in Cumberland, Maryland.This bird’s-eye view of
Cumberland, Maryland, was taken on January 31, 1897.This photograph offers a view, looking
west, of Baltimore Street in Cumberland, Maryland, on September 18, 1908.Riverside Park is



pictured here on January 30, 1916.Mount Savage Junction is seen here in 1890 from the east.
The track to the right was a small 54-car side track.In 1890, this plate-girder bridge was a new
type of construction. It was built over Jennings Run just west of Mount Savage Junction. This
was Bridge Number 1 on the P&C (B&O).Juanita Coke Works is seen here in 1890. During the
great coal and coke boom, beehive ovens lined Maryland and southwestern Pennsylvania. It
was here the coal was cooked and turned to coke. The coke would then be shipped by railway to
the steel mills of Pittsburgh.Pictured here in 1890, this was Bridge Number 3 at Ellerslie,
Maryland, just south of the Keystone State’s border. Bridge Number 3 was the shortest on the
line. It served as a cattle pass through the 1960s. Ellerslie had an interchange yard that was
small but vital.This is bridge Number 7 over Gladdens Creek in 1890. The two-car train on the
left is the team that traveled along the B&O and took many of the photographs in this book today.
Just ten years later, the quaint structure was replaced by a plate-girder model.On the west side
of Cooks Mills over Wills Creek sat this four-span through truss, pictured here in 1890. Notice
that part of the bridge is built over land. You will see this in many of these bridges as fill was not
available then. This structure was replaced with a plate-girder bridge whose approach was over
fill.Cooks Mills Station in 1890 was a bustling little town. The side track here was replaced in
1912 by a narrow gauge railroad. It was called High, Dry, and Windy (HD&W). The Cooks Mills
Coal and Clay Company was opened but closed its doors during the Depression. Cooks Mills
lies just 2.5 miles north of the cattle pass, across the Pennsylvania line.This photograph is of the
Hyndman Bridge Number 8 in 1890. Mr. E.K. Hyndman was the general superintendent of the
P&C when the line was built to Cumberland.
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Pat, “the hard way. Good description of mountain railroading in a tough area.good set of
trackside pictures and descriptions.good introduction to the area.”

The book by Marci Lynn McGuinness has a rating of 5 out of 4.2. 10 people have provided
feedback.
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